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10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

SHOULD ! FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF | RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? No, but please read
the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact Ms. Cheri Frantz, Food
Director, Tri-County Jr/Sr HS, 11298 W 100 S, Wolcott, IN 47995 @ 219-279-2105 or frantzc@trico.k12.in.us. immediately.

CAN | APPLY ONLINE? Yes! You are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a paper application if you are able. The online application has the same
requirements and will ask you for the same information as the paper application. Visit trico.k12.in.us to begin or to learn more about the online application process.
Contact Ms. Cheri Frantz, Food Director, Tri-County Jr/Sr HS, 11298 W 100 S, Wolcott, IN 47995 @ 219-279-2105 or frantzc@trico.k12.in.us. if you have any questions
about the online application.

MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO | NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first
few days of this school year through September 21, 2023. You must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year.
If you do not send in a new application that is approved by the school or you have not been notified that your child is eligible for free meals, your child will be charged the
full price of meals.

SHOULD | FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF MY CHILDREN RECEIVED FREE OR REDUCED MEALS AT THEIR PREVIOUS SCHOOL? If it is the beginning of the school year and you
have not been notified that your children will receive free or reduced meals for the upcoming year, you will need to fill out an application. If your children transferred
during the school year and they were receiving free or reduced meals at the previous school, contact Ms. Cheri Frantz, Food Director, Tri-County Jr/Sr HS, 11298 W 100 S,
Wolcott, IN 47995 @ 219-279-2105 or frantzc@trico.k12.in.us. immediately.

| GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals. Please send in an
application.

WILL THE INFORMATION | GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income you report.

IF I DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY | APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes
unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

WHAT IF | DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: Mr.
Patrick Culp, Superintendent, @ 219-279-2418 or culpp@trico.k12.in.us..

MAY | APPLY [F SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free
or reduced price meals.

WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you hormally receive, For example, if you normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some
work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime
sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not receive some types of income we ask you to report on the
application, or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, those will also be
counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so.

WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances
for off-base housing, food, or clothing, it must also be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include
your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income.

WHAT iF THERE ISN’T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional household members on a separate piece of paper, and attach it to your
application. Contact any of the schools to receive a second application.

MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP (Food Stamp) or other assistance benefits,
contact your local assistance office or call 1-800-403-0864.

If you have other questions or need help, call 219-279-2105 and ask for Ms. Cheri Frantz.

Sincerely,

..—um ‘ Parent Letter/Instructions - PY 2024
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programs:

A) If no one in your household participates in any of the above listed

e leave STEP 2 blank and go to STEP 3.

B) If anyone in your household participates in any of the above listed programs:

Write a case number for SNAP or TANF. You only need to provide one case number. If you participate in one of
these programs and do not know your case number, contact: 1-800-403-0864.

Go to STEP 4.

STEP 3

How do I report my income?

e Use the charts titled “Sources of Incom

REPORT INCOME FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS

e for Adults” and “Sources of Income for

Sources of Income for Children

Sources of Child Income

Example(s)

- Earnings from work

where they earn

- A child has a regular full or part-time job

a salary or wages

- Social Security

- Survivor’s Benefits

- Disability Payments

Security benefits

- A child is blind or disabled and receives Social

-A Parent is disabled, retired, or deceased, and
their child receives Social Security benefits

household

-Income from person outside the

regularly gives a

- A friend or extended family member

child spending money

-Income from any other source

- A child receives regular income from a
private pension fund, annuity, or trust

Sources of Income for Adults

Earnings from Work

Public Assistance
/ Alimony / Child
Support

Pensions /
Retirement / All
Other Income

- Salary, wages, cash
bonuses

- Net income from self-
employment (farm or
business)

If you are in the U.S. Military:

- Basic pay and cash
bonuses (do NOT include
combat pay, FSSA or
privatized housing

- Unemployment benefits
- Worker’s compensation
- Supplemental Security
Income (SSI)

- Cash assistance from
State or local
government

- Alimony payments

- Child support payments
- Veterans benefits

- Strike benefits

- Social Security (including
railroad retirement and
black lung benefits)

- Private pensions or
disability benefits

- Regular income from
trusts or estates

- Annuities

- Investment income

- Earned interest

- Rental income

- Regular cash payments

Children,” to determine if your household has income to report.

Parent Letter/Instructions - PY 2024
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4) List income from pensions/retirement/all
other income. Report all income that applies
in the “Pensions/Retirement/ All Other
Income” field on the application.

What if | receive income from multiple
sources in this category? List each source
separately by entering your name and income
from each source on a new line. Add an
additional sheet of paper if necessary.

5) List total household size. Enter the total number of
household members in the field “Total Household Members
(Children and Adults).” This number MUST be equal to the
number of household members listed in STEP 1 and STEP 3. If
there are any members of your household that you have not
listed on the application, go back and add them. It is very
important to list all household members, as the size of your
household affects your eligibility for free and reduced price
meals.

6) Provide the last four digits of your Social Security Number. An
adult household member must enter the last four digits of their
Social Security Number in the space provided. You are eligible to
apply for benefits even if you do not have a Social Security
Number. If no adult household members have a Social Security
Number, leave this space blank and mark the box to the right
labeled “Check if no Social Security Number.”

3-B. REPORT INCOME EARNED BY CHILDREN

Report all income earned or received by children. Report the combined gross income for ALL children listed in STEP 1 in your household in the box marked “child income.” Only
count foster children’s income if you are applying for them together with the rest of your household.
o What is child income? Child income is money received from outside your household that is paid DIRECTLY to your children. Many households do not have any child income.

wm._.mv 4: CONTACT INFORMATION AND ADULT SIGNATURE

All applications must be signed by an adult member of the household. By signing the application, that household member is promising that all information has been truthfully
and completely reported. Before completing this section, please also make sure you have read the privacy and civil rights statements on the back of the application.

A) Provide your contact B) Print and sign your name. Print C) Mail Completed Form to:
information. Write your current the name of the adult signing the Tri-County Jr/Sr HS,

mailing address in the fields application and that person signs in | Cheri Frantz, Food Director
provided, if this information is the box “Signature of Adult.” 11298 W 100 S, Wolcott, IN 47995

available. If you have no
permanent address, that is okay.
Sharing a phone number, email
address, or both is optional, but
helps us reach you quickly if we
need to contact you.

STEP 5: OTHER BENEFITS — OPTIONAL . ;

The following sections are optional and do not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price school meals.

A) Textbook Assistance

If you want to receive textbook assistance, check ‘Yes’ and then read, sign, and date the section to the right. If you do not want to receive textbook assistance, check ‘No’.

B) Hoosier Healthwise Disclosure

If you want to share your child’s free/reduced eligibility in order to qualify for free or low-cost health insurance under Medicaid or Hoosier Healthwise, sign and date this section.

Parent Letter/Instructions - PY 2024
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